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Letter from Director,

Greetings to you.
As a nation, we stand together in facing, perhaps, one of the most uncertain times in
our history. Yet, in spite of the difficulties that this pandemic presents, I am constantly
faced with the fact that South Africa is resilient by nature. This distinct resilience is
inherent in our culture of love which prides itself in living for others, even under the most
difficult circumstances.
RivLife Community Centre has been testament to this truth in the last three months, as
we have witnessed countless individuals, families and businesses selflessly give their time
and resources in reaching and uplifting communities most affected by the Coronavirus.
This time of great social and economic hardship has come to define RivLife as more
than just a non-governmental organisation or community service provider but as a
channel of networks for immediate and effective interventions to real people who face
real challenges.
You will find that the programmes initiated in the last three month have specifically
provided relief to several groups of people struggling with the impact of Covid-19. We
believe that in the coming months, RivLife and many other community-based
organisations are going to become critical to surviving this pandemic together.
On behalf of the RivLife International Community Centre, thank you for trusting us to
provide impactful care to communities across Pietermaritzburg. May you and your
family remain safe and experience favourable health in the months ahead.
God Bless,
Mr Kevin Perumal
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RECENT PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES
1. RIVLIFE COVID-19 GROCERY HAMPER DISTRIBUTIONS
On 17 April 2020, RivLife began packing and distributing
grocery hampers in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. The
hampers comprised of grocery items and other essential
hygiene products which were delivered across Wards 31, 34,
35, 36 and the Midlands region. As of May 2020, more than
180 hampers were distributed and continue to be handed
over to families daily. RivLife’s Food Bank serves as a
storehouse for essential grocery items which we manage and
distribute to Walk-In clients and families.

2. COVID-19 RELIEF PROGRAMME
This serves as an overarching programme for several smaller
initiatives. Each of these aim to provide relief to different
groups of individuals who have been greatly impacted by the
pandemic. One of these is a Feeding Scheme. RivLife
partnered with various stakeholders to assist with the provision
of meals during the

Level 4 and Level 3 lockdown period.

Meals were distributed 7 days a week to at least 80-100
children from the community. These distributions began in May
2020 and continues daily.
3. COVER-FOR-KIDS FACE MASK DISTRIBUTIONS
RivLife embarked on a mass face-mask distribution for children
across Pietermaritzburg who cannot afford proper protective
equipment to safeguard themselves during the pandemic.
RivLife managed to purchase and collect 200 face masks from
donors and businesses. We began our distribution on 17 June 2020

at Eastwood Primary School and have covered Madiba,
Thembalihle, Thamboville, as well as other outlying areas. These
distributions were also paired with an awareness campaign where
flyers were handed out and the community were informed of
preventative measures to avoid contracting the virus. RivLife will
continue to receive and distribute face masks to the less fortunate.
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RECENT PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES
4. SKILLS DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS
Our SD classes (Skills Development) were created in response
to the high unemployment rate our city currently faces. The
first of these workshops was Sewing of Facial Masks for
unemployed ladies from the primary communities we are

involved in. The classes began on 10 June 2020 and runs every
Wednesday to Friday. Each week 3 new ladies learn the
basics of sewing and are allowed to take their masks home to
sell and make a small income.

While the

workshops are

currently looking at improving sewing skills, RivLife is busy
preparing to host classes in sustainable gardening, motor
mechanics and many other skills.

IN THE LAST 3 MONTHS YOU HAVE HELPED:





Feed more than 4 100 children

Supported 180 homes through food aid

Provided protection for at least 200 children during a pandemic



Offered 8 unemployed women the opportunity to earn an income



Supported the development of infrastructure for a safer community

Are you interested in becoming more involved in one of our programmes?
Perhaps you are considering reviewing your monthly contribution?
Contact RivLife today on 033 397 1430 or,
send an email to info@rivlife.org.za
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